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Rolling Stook

EVALUATE

he fipure for all types of freight rolling stock was given in f’obnmry 1947
a8 6,400 whioh included 66 refigerator cars. This nmmber has been increased

by the repair of 5,800 cars. The major part of this work was dons at the
The firure for 1943 was 16,109
for all types (8,766 open cars, 7,211 closed, snd 133 tankers),| Large
parks 6f dumaged rolling stock may be seen at Sofia, Plovdiv, Gorna
Orohovitra, Kezanlik, Pernik; snd nsarly every station has a siding of

Drenovo and Garna Orehovitsza workshops.

obsolste cers.

The passenger rolling stock park wes reported, apgain in February 1947,
%o oonsist of 1,100 coaches of all types.
been 1ittle inocreased since then. In 1943, the total non-freight rolling

ook was 1.412 (963 coaches, 84 mail care, 365 baggage cars - these latter
are often used for passengers on looal trainsd.

Egu;l&ny_

This figure has apparently

Signal equipment appears to be manual, exoept Cor the Scfia - Pernik sand
Sofia - liezdra lines. Signal equipment is of German make, the electric

squipment being made by Siemons.

Telegraph equipment in the Sofia area ia made by Siemens and Halske.
Telegraph lines are beside the track and carried on woodem polea.

Remote-controlled slectric equipment (for switching) appears to be only
in use in part of Sofia and Plovdiv yards and in the junctions of Chervemn-
PBreg. Gorne Orehovitza, and Drenovo. Remote~controlled manual switoching
gears ere used in rost large stations, but on the snot manual operation
is current in small stations and passing points.

etwork £
. The main line of internatisnal importance is the Belgrads-Dragoman-Sofia«
' Plovdiv-Svilengrad-Istanbul line, used by the Simplon-Orient Express.

7. ¢ romainder of the system can be divided into two main netim, one
\ north of the Falkan mountain range and the other south of it. A subsidiary
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suckion, end an imporiunt one sirategically, is that of the Strume Valley.

[P (:‘he Falkan mountains sre orossed by only two lines, Sofia - Merdra and

Gorna COrehovitze - Dubove. and ciroumvented by one line, Shumen - Karnoba
Lt & result these lines ere greatly overworked and sven in time of need
zould not take more than a slightly increased traffic, This dengerous
ncttle-nsek is wall known, end the old German plan for a trans-Raliran
iino from Lovesh to Karlowo is being included in the new Five Year Plan.
*he first seotion, Lovesh to Troyan, has already besn built by Youth
Trigados, but no douht will need a lot of improving befors it is able

v carcy normal traffio.

rd

L O {wi\s the lines are single track throughout most of the country and as

presing points are manually operated, this heavy traffic puts the system
under a great strain.)| Maintenance is not carried out scon enough for

{oar of cuusing to8Muoh dislocation to the system, so that when it is
fipaily deoided to do any maintenance, it takes far longer than necensary.
iZ an sxemple of this tendency is the disaster at Gara Lakatnik on the
“ofia - Mexdre iine in June 1948, when the whole track collapsed with heavy
icsz of lifes. The demage is not yet fully repaired, ‘

(I To N r';ha Sofis - Ikiiran - Plovdiv section is also am\vorkad,t particularly

between Sof'ie and Gara Belovo owine to the need for double handzngi. f

{13, r'ﬁlhen the new Sofia - Volyusk - Pornik line is in running order 1t will

hdlp to take the load off the Sofia - Viadaya - Pernik 1iggl which st
presont handles neerly all the coal traffic (the remainder poes by

"road) frou the mines at Pernik to the ecapital, and the Kurile thermio

power station.

411 lines from Sofia require, except for the lightest of trains, double

17z,
heading, and heavy-freight trains on the Sofia « Plovdiv or Pernik -
Sofia lines often have a third enhjine pushing at the tail of the train.
Double hseding is also needed on the trans-Balken lines.
V"ﬂ_'i_?rkshogs.

v43. [ There are no locomotive factories in Bulgari‘gdaltﬁough the Sofia

L 14

tocomotlve repair shops, now known as the Ceorpgi Dimitrov Locomotive .
~orks, have just sssembled their first locomotive. a 2-8.0 tanker, firom
jmported parts to e Hanomar design. .

The main locomotive shops are et Sofia, Pernmik, Chervenbreg, Gorna
Orehovitza, Ruse and Plovdiv.

L"lﬁ,‘a‘-ﬁolling stook is built (although in the past the majority was imported)

16.

and repaired in the same shops as the looomotives and also in snecial
shops at Drenovo, Stera Zapora, Karlovo and Rakowvski. :

Cnly tw breskdown orsnes are mowm to exist. One of 15 tons is Yept
at Cara Pedusnpe,Sofie, and the other, of 25 tona, at Gorna Orshovitza.
Jacks and rollers apnear to be nermallv used for re-railing. Orout
ingenuity wes used to re-rcil an enpgine which ocrashed into the Isker
Rivar on the Sofiz - Merdra lire recently. A siding was laid from the
mein- 1ine dowm the hark inta the fiver and under the weter o the side
of the engine, which was then 1ifted with Juoks onto the track and towed
back by two emgines on to the main line.
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